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8. LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE (AQUILA’ POMARINA 'HASTATA) 
NESTING IN: ea} NATIONAL PAR BHARATPUR 


A nest of the lesser Notte Ay (Aquila 
pomarina hastata) was seen on 13th May, 
1986 in the Keoladeo National Park. 


The circular, flat, nest made mainly of 
Acacia nilotica and Mitragyna parvifolia twigs, 
was situated on the fork of a Kadam (Mitra- 
gyna parvifolia) tree at. a height of c 12 
metres. The central depression was lined’ with 


fresh Jamun leaves and had a ‘single, oval, 


white egg with prominent reddish speckling. 


The eagles were brown all over and the 
conspicuous contrastin 
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g, very pale, underwing 


coverts and dark flight feathers were pclae 
nostic of the Species. 


There is no recent arit core of the 
species from anywhere in its range within the: 
country. Ali and Ripley (1983) describe it, as, 
“Comparatively rare, wherever it occurs viz. 


_ chiefly the gangetic plains: east, through Bihar, 


Bengal , and. Bangladesh, south to Madhya 
Pradesh”. Abdulali and .Panday (1978) des- 
cribe it as, “resident and uncommon” at 
Bharatpur. j 


“I thank Dr V. S. Vijayan for his hap: in i the 
papinu of s note. 


- VIBHU - ANN 
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9. INDIAN SCAVENGER VULTURE (NEOPHRON PERCNOPTERUS 
GINGINIANUS) FEEDING ON A DEAD’ WHITE- BACKED i 
VULTURE (GYPS BENG ES ar | 


On the morning of 28th April, 1986, Drs. 
V. S. and Lalitha Vijayan reported seeing 


“a scavanger vulture feeding on a full grown 


but dead nestling of a white-backed vulture in 
the latter’ S nest in the Keoladhar area of 
Keoladeo National Park. The same evening, 
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I too saw the remains of the dead vulture 
nestling, which was full of maggots and smelt 


“strongly. Most of the flesh had been eaten by 


the maggots. The scavanger vulture was feeding 
probably on the putrid. flesh which . was. »still 
sticking to the bones or on the maggots. s-i 


MISCELLANEOUS: NOTES 


Ali & Ripley (1983) describe its food. as 


“carrion, offal and garbage and to ‘a large 


extent human ordure. Occasionally takes frogs | 


and large crickets on grasslands; in one case, 
Brachytrypés achatimus: (Masan & Lefroy). 
Also winged termites emerging from the ground 
(C.- F.. Fischer). : 
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rHence this behaviour of the scavanger 
vūlture -feeding on a dead nestling of. white- 
backed vulture. on the latter’s nest is worth 
recording. 


| am grateful to Dr. V. S. Vijayan for his 
encouragement. 


VIBHU PRAKASH 
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g anp ` SOME OBSERVATIONS ON UNUSUAL FEEDING BEHAVIOUR 
_OF WHITEBREASTED WATERHEN, (AMAURORNIS 
PHOENICURUS) 


The feeding behaviour of ‘the White breast- 


ed. ‘Waterhen, one. of. the common. monsoon 
visitors,to Point Calimere (10° 18’N, 79’51°E) 
was observed for seven days from Feb. 21-27. 


1985 continuously ina small water pool found 


near the forest department quarters. Observa- 
tions were made through one of the windows 


of the quarters, since the water pool was close. 


to. it... The, drying water... pool. was partially 


covered -by~a -small Prosopis: tree (Prosopis 
juliflora) which was the regular roosting place 
for“ the bird’ ‘during the observation period. 
Active feeding was observed late in ‘the even- 


ing before the bird went for. roosting. It fed 
mainly on shrimp and.. small fishes. It used to 
enter the water for catching:.fish and shrimp 
even=up to the depth where the water used 


to touch its belly. Whenever it caught any 
shrimp. it crushed the prey between the man- 
dibles before swallowing it. Occasionally it 
caught a small catfish of 3-4 cm. After catch- 
ing the fish, the bird would hurry back to the 
land and many times IT saw it dismembering 
the prey with the clear intention of dislodging 
the poisonous spines of the fish. Dismembered 
fish used to be brought again to the water for 
removal of sand. particles. The fish was clean- 
ed“by holding it in the beak, then dipping it 
into | the water and vigorously shaking it. On 
two occasions the poisonous spines of the 
catfish were collected by me after the bird 
had left the place. After the pool dried up, 
the. bird changed its roosting place and was 
not seen again. near the quarters. 
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